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The practitioner and research 
laboratory- a symbiotic 

relationship?

18th October 2007 Brussels

BVA

The British Veterinary Association (BVA) is the national representative body for the 
veterinary profession in the United Kingdom and represents over 10,000 members. Our 
chief interest is to protect and promote the interests of the veterinary profession in this 
country and we therefore take a keen interest in all issues affecting the veterinary 
profession, be they animal health, animal welfare, public health or employment concerns 

• The role of the practitioner
• Husbandry and disease
• Knowing the normal

• Cost and benefit • So what is a research laboratory?
• When is the daily work seen as research?
• Who is the client?
• What are the needs?
• Outcome based. 
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VLA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
2005 Crown Copyright. This page was last updated on 10th October 2007

Welcome to VLA
VLA is internationally 
recognised as a centre 
of excellence in 
veterinary research.
We provide a wide range 
of applied research and 
consultancy, diagnosis 
and surveillance on 
livestock diseases to 
Government and 
commercial customers.
VLA is a reference 
laboratory for many farm 
animal diseases.

What's New
Keep up to date 
with what's new
on our website or 
navigate and 
search using the 
index and search
page.

Chemical 
Food Safety
Updated page 
with botulism 
and lead 
poisoning 
advice.

Test Price Lists
The 2007/2008
interactive 
surveillance and 
commercial test 
price lists are 
now available.

Bluetongue
New images 
of the 
pathology 
following 
post-mortem 
examination 
of the first 3 
UK cattle 
cases at VLA 
Bury St 
Edmunds.

© 2003 Crown Copyright. This page was last updated on 29th November 2005 
Best viewed using version 4 or later browsers. Other users please navigate using the index

About Us: Introduction

The following links provide 
some useful information on 
the Agency: 
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VLA is an Executive Agency of 
the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra).
VLA is a regional network of 16 
veterinary laboratories, 
including one in Scotland, two 
in Wales, and a central facility 
near Weybridge in Surrey. 
Additionally there are two 
Surveillance Centres at the 
Liverpool and London 
Veterinary Schools. 
VLA provides all sectors of the 
animal health industry with 
animal disease surveillance, 
diagnostic services and 
veterinary scientific research.
•VLA Annual Review
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• Research from practice. • The future.

• Animal side tests?
• Notifiable disease/ state based 

surveillance?
• Routine physiological and pathological 

surveillance?

The results aren’t always pretty but they can be surprising!


